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Nest of Long-tailed
Woodcreeper Found
in ABA-supported Site

New Visitors’ Center
for Goose Pond Fish &
Wildlife Area

by Gordon Chastain

by Don Gorney

T

he most recent issue
of Cotinga, the journal
of the Neotropical Bird
Club, reports that a nest
of the rare Long-tailed
Woodcreeper has been
found in El Chorogo
Reserve in Panama. The
article (“A nest of
Long-tailed Woodcreeper
Deconychura longicauda
in western Panama,” by
William J. Adsett and
Jan Axel Cubilla) notes
that Amos Butler
Long-tailed Woodcreeper
Audubon Birdathon
grants supported the
acquisition of land in El Chorogo in partnership with
Panama Audubon and the American Bird Conservancy.
Our Birdathon support amounted to almost $43,000
from 2000 through 2004 and was the primary funding
source for the protection of El Chorogo. The El Chorogo
project was the first partnership between Amos Butler
Audubon and the American Bird Conservancy for the
protection of wintering habitat for the migratory birds
of Central Indiana.
This is only the second nest of the Long-tailed
Woodcreeper ever discovered; the first was discovered
116 years ago, in 1898. The Long-tailed Woodcreeper
has an extensive range, from Honduras to southern
Amazonia, but is it is uncommon to rare throughout its
range. A medium-sized member of the woodcreeper
group, it is seen uncommonly in mixed flocks in the El
Chorogo forest mid-story. The nest, containing two
white eggs, was found in a natural cavity of a decaying
stump in March 2014, when an adult bird was noticed
repeatedly approaching the entrance hole.
In addition to the woodcreeper, several other rare
and endangered species no longer found in other parts
of Panama occur in El Chorogo. This reserve contains
approximately 400 acres of remnant lowland forest in
remote and rugged country of Chiriqui Province in
westernmost Panama, on the border with Costa Rica.

Rendering of Goose Pond Visitors” Center

I

magine a natural area that attracts thousands of cranes, geese,
ducks, shorebirds, and songbirds throughout the year, making
it a must-visit location for birders and nature lovers. Then
imagine the risk of collision posed to those birds by a planned
visitors’ center containing extensive areas of glass. Ordinarily, the
combination of glass windows in a natural area with thousands
of birds present would lead to numerous bird-collision deaths.
Such was the conundrum facing the Indiana Department of
Natural Resources (IDNR) when they began the task of
designing a visitors’ center for Goose Pond Fish & Wildlife Area
in Greene County, Indiana.
Goose Pond, designated as a Global Important Bird Area by
the National Audubon Society, teems with birds at just about
any time of year. Carol French, Chief of Architecture with the
IDNR, understood that glass poses a hazard because birds do not
recognize it as an obstacle. A little research led her to ORNILUX
Mikado, a special glass manufactured by a German company
(see www.ornilux.com). Use of ORNILUX Mikado glass has
been shown to significantly reduce bird collisions. The glass has
a patterned, ultraviolet-reflecting coating that makes it visible to
birds while remaining virtually transparent to the human eye.
The pattern is reminiscent of the children's game Pick-up Sticks;
“Mikado” is a Japanese term referring to that game.
After receiving a sample of the glass for review, French decided
to use ORNILUX Mikado not only for the floor-to-ceiling glass
observation area but also throughout the remainder of the
building, including office windows. French learned that the cost of
the Mikado glass was competitive with other kinds of glass and
had the added benefit of preventing bird deaths. French said that
ground will be broken as early as this month for the visitors’ center
and that the contractor has until the end of 2015 to finish the
building, which will also house the Goose Pond headquarters.
The use of the ORNILUX Mikado glass at Goose Pond is
significant. It will be the first use of the glass in Indiana and one
of only a small number of such installations in the United States.
Amos Butler Audubon commends the IDNR for considering the
risk to birds that the visitors’ center poses and for making the
decision to install ORNILUX Mikado glass.

Last Audubon Program Until September

A

ll Programs are held at the Holliday Park Nature Center, 6363 Springmill Road, Indianapolis, at
7:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the month. They are free and open to the public. Information:
Email Maggie Jaicomo at Margaret.jaicomo@gmail.com or call (260) 403-3172.

ABA Field Trips
Spring Migrant Field Trip —
TNC Kankakee Sands
Saturday, May 16, 7 a.m.
Dicks’s Sporting Goods 6030 West 86th Street
Join Scott Enochs as he leads you to Kankakee Sands in
search of migrating and nesting sparrows and warblers.
Specific targets will include Grasshopper, Henslow’s, Vesper,
and Lark Sparrows, Blue Grosbeak, and Dickcissel. The event
will take place on Saturday, May 16, 2015. We will meet at
the Traders’ Point Dick’s Sporting Goods at 7a.m.
Participants can expect to return by approximately 3:30 p.m.
The event is free and registration is not required. Please
contact Scott at 317-850-4801 or msenochs@comcast.net if
you have any questions.

Least Tern Field Trip — Cane Ridge FWA

May 12: Indiana Parks Alliance

Saturday, June 13, 9 a.m. Eastern/8 a.m. Central
Walmart 2700 West Broadway Street, Princeton, IN

Speaker: Justin Coleman

Join Scott Enochs as he leads you to southwestern Indiana
in search of nesting Least Terns. Cane Ridge is the most
reliable location in Indiana to view Least Terns. While in the
area, we will seek out other specialties like Mississippi Kite
and Fish Crow. The event takes place on Saturday, June 13,
2015. We will meet at the Walmart located at 2700 West
Broadway Street, Princeton, IN 47670 (the intersection of
US 41 and Hwy 64) at 9 a.m. Eastern time or 8 a.m. Central
time to carpool to Cane Ridge and surrounding areas.
Participants can expect to return to Indianapolis by 5 p.m.
or sooner. The event is free and registration is not required.
There is a Fairfield and Hampton Inn located in Princeton near
the meeting location, and less expensive accommodations are
possible in the Evansville area. Please contact Scott at (317)
850-4801 or msenochs@comcast.net if you have any
questions, or are interested in carpooling, or leading a
caravan, from Indianapolis on the day of the trip.

Justin Coleman is a career financial advisor with Edward
Jones. He serves on the board of the Indiana Parks Alliance
(IPA). The IPA is a charitable organization that supports
Indiana State Parks and state-owned nature preserves, the
resources they steward, and the people they serve through
advocacy, research, education, and action; it does not raise
funds to acquire land. Its current mission is to raise
awareness of the budget crisis that threatens Indiana state
parks and nature preserve systems. To find out more about
the IPA, find it on Facebook under “Indiana Parks Alliance”
or on the web at www.indianaparksalliance.org.

Call for Program Ideas
Is there a program you would like to present or a topic you
would like to hear about at an Amos Butler Audubon
meeting? If so, please email your ideas to Maggie Jaicomo at
Margaret.jaicomo@gmail.com

2015 Annual Indiana Audubon Society Fall Festival — October 2-4
lease join us for a wonderful Fall Fest
in the heart of Indiana at Allison
Mansion on the Marian University
campus in Indianapolis. This year Amos
Butler Audubon and the Indiana
Audubon Society are partnering to bring
you an array of field trips to birding hot
spots in Central Indiana, stellar speakers,
a tour of the Nina Mason Pulliam
EcoLab at Marian University, a great
dinner, and fascinating speakers.
Our speakers this year will include
Jim McCormac , author of Birds of Ohio,
who will speak Friday evening about

P

Birds and Biodiversity. Our Saturday
evening keynote speaker will be world
traveler Dan Marsh, Director of
Education at the Cincinnati Zoo. Dan
will speak about the history of conservation and some of the amazing victories
of the Conservation Movement around
the world—a great message for those of
us who feel that we are fighting on a
daily basis to help our planet and its
inspiring flora and fauna thrive.
Additional speakers will include
some of our very own Hoosier birders,
who will cover such topics as 10 Years of
2

Goose Pond—A Reflective Look at a
Wetland Mecca; surveys of Cerulean
Warblers and other birds conducted at
the Hardwood Ecosystem Experiment
(HEE); highlights and history of Amos
Butler Audubon’s annual Birdathon; and
a presentation featuring live bats from
our Michigan friends at the Cranbrook
Institute of Science.
Early registration will be available at a
reduced rate exclusively for Amos Butler
members. Stay tuned at www.indiana
audubon.org!

Cerulean Warbler photo by Greg Lavity courtesy of ProAves and the American Bird Conservancy

Amos

Butler Audubon

B IRDATHON 2015
Saving Birds Is Our Mission
Our goal is to fund these proposals to
ensure the future of our Indiana birds:

e need your donations more than ever
in 2015 as we seek to support a record
number of grant requests totaling more than
$38,000. Although the proposals vary greatly
in their scope, they all have one thing in
common — they benefit the birds of central
Indiana. We will continue our efforts to
protect the Cerulean Warbler, from winter
habitat in South America to closer to home,
where research on this state-endangered
species will go forward in the Yellowwood
State Forest. Yet another research project will
study the habitat requirements of fledglings
after they have left the nest. Local birdfriendly habitat restoration remains high on
our list of priorities. Opportunities to educate
kids and adults about the importance of our
birds will also get a boost from the
Birdathon. The substantial efforts of two
wild bird rehabilitation operations will
receive some much-needed assistance to
upgrade their facilities.

W

• The American Bird Conservancy’s
Cerulean Warbler Project
• Eagle Creek Park Ornithology Center
Interpretive Trail
• For the Birds of Indiana Wild Bird
Rehabilitation Safety
• Purdue University Post-fledging
Bird Research
• Ball State University Cerulean Warbler
Research
• Indiana Raptor Center Flight Cage
Additions
• Keep Indianapolis Beautiful’s
Millersville at Fall Creek Preserve
• Marian University Nina Mason Pulliam
EcoLab Bird-friendly Habitat
• Central Indiana Land Trust’s BioBlitz
• Jameson Camp Environmental Education
Birdathon Teams Will Be Out Counting
Birdathon teams will be scouring the state during
May to count the maximum number of species
possible in a 24-hour period and asking donors to
sponsor their efforts. If you don’t know a team
member, you could choose to make a donation
directly to the Birdathon. Either way, your dollars will
go far to ensure the future of our Indiana birds.

Make a Difference, Make a Pledge!

START PROTECTING OUR BIRDS TODAY! CUT HERE AND MAIL YOUR PLEDGE OR GO TO WWW.AMOSBUTLERAUDUBON.ORG

AMOS BUTLER AUDUBON BIRDATHON 2015 PLEDGE
□ YES, I’LL SUPPORT YOU WITH MY PLEDGE OF __10¢ __25¢ __50¢
__$1 OR ____ per species up to a total gift of ______ for this team:
 DNR  EcoLab  Bud & Carl’s Legacy  Cool Ponds
 Carbon Neutral  Community Hospital  Noddy Little Gulls
 Wren’s Warblers  Team Bishop  Wild Birds Unlimited
 UIndy  Team with highest count  Other____________
 Free membership (First-time members only, $20+ donation)
□ My gift of $_________ is enclosed, payable to Amos Butler
Audubon. Your gift is tax deductible as allowed by law.


Name



Address



City

State



Phone

Zip

E-mail

Thank you for sponsoring the Amos Butler Audubon Birdathon 2015. Every urgently needed dollar you give will go toward:
• Protection of Cerulean Warbler habitat in Colombia and Ecuador • Eagle Creek Park Ornithology Center Interpretive Trail
• Habitat restoration at the Marian University EcoLab and Millersville at Fall Creek Preserve • Two Central Indiana bird rehabilitation centers
• Purdue and Ball State Universities research projects • Central Indiana Land Trust’s Hills of Gold BioBlitz • The Jameson Camp
Return by May 31 to: Donna McCarty, Birdathon Chair, 7492 Runningbrook Ct, Indianapolis, IN 46254-9770
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2015 Amos Butler Audubon
Board, Officers,
and Committee Chairs

Amos Butler Audubon
Chapter Supporter Membership

Officers:

■ 100% of your dues support Amos Butler Audubon educational
programs and urban conservation projects
■ Audubon LifeLines, the chapter newsletter
■ Workshops and entertaining monthly program meetings

Ted Meyer, President and Treasurer
Leslie Warner, Recording Secretary

Directors:
Terry Ballenger
Cliff Chapman
Scott Enochs, Field Trip Chair
Jeanette Frazier
Maggie Jaicomo, Program Chair
Doug Sherow
Bradley Shoger
Brittany Davis Swinford

Membership benefits:

 One-year chapter supporter $20
 Two-year chapter supporter $35
One-year student memberships are free.

 National Audubon Society Membership Introductory Offer
$20 for first-time members only. Includes Audubon magazine

Name
Address

Committee Chairs:

City

Donna McCarty, Birdathon
Martyn Roberts, Membership

E-mail (please include)

Executive Committee:
Cliff Chapman
Ted Meyer
Leslie Warner

Make checks payable to: Mail to:
Amos Butler Audubon
E-mail questions to:
info@amosbutleraudubon.org

State

Martyn Roberts, Membership Chair
Amos Butler Audubon
5945 Ralston Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46220

 I do  do not want Amos Butler Audubon to share my name with the National Audubon
Society.
Your gift is tax deductible to the extent provided by law.
C3ZH000Z

E-Mail Address, Anyone?

Contributions and Donations

Join with hundreds of other members
who have who have gone green by
signing up for the electronic LifeLines
newsletter and meeting reminders. Send
your request, including your name, to
Martyn Roberts at info@amosbutler
audubon.org. This shift towards electronic
communication continues to save Amos
Butler Audubon hundreds of dollars in
printing and mailing costs annually.

In memory of Bill Brink
by Chris Carlson
In memory of Roger E. David
by Marylyn Wouda
In memory of Howard J. Glass
by Bill Murphy
In memory of William F.
Steinmetz
by Louise Steinmetz Haskett

Are You a Chapter
Supporter?
The expiration date of your Chapter
Supporter membership is printed on the
mailing label on the paper copy of your
Lifelines, to the right of your name; ”N/A”
denotes that you have not paid Chapter
Supporter dues. To determine the
expiration date of your National Audubon
Society membership, refer to the address
label on your Audubon magazine.
If you receive LifeLines electronically or
if you have any other membership
questions, please contact Martyn Roberts
at info@amosbutleraudubon.org or call
(317) 251-2908.

Zip

In memory of Jean Woerner
by Maureen & Michael Surak
by Marilyn Weiland
and by Jane Bruhn
Donation as a Christmas gift
to Mike & Ann Jordan
by Mary Brock
Membership as a Christmas
gift to Margo McAlear &
Mark Dewart
by Courtney Dewart

Our mission: To promote the enjoyment
and stewardship of the birds of central Indiana
Visit our website: www.amosbutleraudubon.org
e-mail: info@amosbutleraudubon.org
Amos Butler Audubon • P.O. Box 80024• Indianapolis, IN 46280

